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Continued on Page 4 

 

This year at TASO, I have the pleasure to serve as 

the Chair of the Awards and Project Competitions.  It 

truly is a pleasure to serve on the TASO Board.  I am 

so impressed with an organization which brings so 

many fine examples of non-profit 

Service, Education and Fundrais-

ing Supporters together.  Our 

Member Organizations have 

such a wealth of information to 

share! 

 

Applications for the Awards and 

Project Competitions have 

―morphed‖ into an easier process 

for the judges.  The goal has been to equalize the 

competition to allow all membership organizations to 

compete on one field regardless of their membership 

size or budget. 
 

The application process broken down: 
 

Go to www.tasovolunteers.com 

Click on the ―Awards‖ icon on the top of the 

page 

Select the appropriate form application – 

Awards, Education, Fundraising or Service 

Save the form to a ―Word‖ document 

Fill in the form!  Respond after the question in 

order 

Remember attachments to the Education, Fund-

raising or Service applications do not add value 

nor detract from the application 

Awards of Excellence applications obviously re-

quire attachments 

Save the Date… 

“For the Love of Music” - TASO 2009 

Abilene, Texas   ~  April 16-19, 2009 
 

Music will fill each hour you spend in Abilene.  With 

three universities and three high schools, we have an 

abundance of musical talent.  We will network from 

Thursday evening until Sunday.  There will be fresh 

ideas from other organizations.  For the Love of Mu-

sic, TASO 2009, will be based at our own four star 

hotel MCM Elegante' Suites. 
 

The focus for the conference will be leadership. We 

will begin our conference with a gala evening at the 

Abilene Country Club.  Awards will be given to peo-

ple who have enriched our communities.  Surprises 

will abound on Friday.  On Friday evening, our guild 

members will host TASO delegates in their homes 

for wonderful meals and fellowship. 
 

On Saturday we will enjoy the music of the Juanita 

Miller Concerto Competition winners in Abilene 

Christian University's Williams Performance 

Hall.  We will have lunch and round table discus-

sions at ACU. 
 

Saturday evening will find us at the historic Para-

mount Theater for dinner.  After dinner we will go to 

the Philharmonic conducted by David Itkins.  April 

18, 2009 is one of our classical concerts.  The eve-

ning will feature Copland's Appalachian Spring and 

Beethoven's Symphony #9, Colleen Mallectic 

(soprano), Lynnette Chambers (mezzo-soprano), 

Matt Newman (tenor), Paul Rowe (baritone), and the 

the University Choirs of Abilene Christian, Hardin 

Simmons and McMurry. 
 

We will end with Sunday Brunch and more interest-

ing speakers.  Join us in the Spring!!!  Yeee haaaaa!! 

TASO Awards and Projects Competition 

2008-09 Chair, Jan St. Hilaire 

Jan St. Hilaire 

http://www.tasovolunteers.com/
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P r e s i d e n t 's  L e t t e r 
 

  

As Helen handed me the gavel in Houston at the TASO closing business session, I was immediately humbled as I 
thought about the presidents who have preceded me in this office.  It is a privilege to serve TASO in this capacity.  

Because of the good planning and great wisdom of those who have preceded me, the position of President has become 

more manageable than in the past.  The office of president is supported by a board of leaders, which in turn is sup-

ported by the many volunteers that make up our member organizations.  The Vice President system is now in its 
fourth year and is proving to be quite effective.  The TASO board has become more ―green‖ by adopting electronic 

communication as the preferred mode of communication.  Not only has that saved some trees, but it also has improved 

the efficiency of the board.   Sharing information has become much easier, which means that TASO committees are 
now able to accomplish much of their work between board meetings.  Also, members of the board communicate more 

frequently and notifying the whole board has become instantaneous.   The TASO website offers a wealth of informa-

tion.  Please visit it often for information and possible updates. 

 
At conference I handed out a bookmark that included the following description of a good leader: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we kick off the new symphony seasons across Texas and the surrounding states, those of us in leadership positions 
should ponder how we can become even better leaders.  The traits noted above represent only a partial list of what we 

need to keep in mind as we serve our symphony organizations.  As leaders it is our responsibility to cultivate new 

leadership.   The vitality of an organization depends on its ability to welcome new members and to engage them in its 
work as soon as possible. 
 

Because developing new leadership has become a challenge for most of our member organizations, I have chosen 

―Leadership‖ as the theme for this year.  TASO member organizations are made up of many creative volunteers.  I 
challenge each organization to evaluate how new leadership is developed in your respective organization.  How well 

are the officers not only listening to but responding to the needs of your membership?  How well are new members 

welcomed and quickly integrated into the organization?  Are the officers delegating responsibilities so that others 
have opportunity to acquire the skills needed to serve as officers and in other leadership roles?  Is your organization 

keeping pace with technology to work smarter and greener?  It is important to remind ourselves that it is best to make 

improvements and changes when an organization is operating smoothly because there is time for creativity and con-

sensus-building.  If we wait until a problem occurs, then our options for solutions become limited.  
 

 

Passing of the Gavel: Past President Helen Shaffer 

(left) and President Marsha Green (right) 

Take the Lead! A good leader: 

 

L istens to the membership. 

E nables and involves the membership to promote the 

    purpose of the organization. 

A dvocates for the organization. 

D elegates to develop new leadership. 

E nsures the purpose of the organization is the focus of  

    all endeavors. 

R espects the past while recognizing changes necessary 
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President’s Welcome (cont’d) 

 
TASO begins its 43rd year with the determination to achieve its purpose of promoting, developing and supporting sym-

phony orchestras.  To accomplish this goal, our member organizations must be healthy groups who themselves are con-

tinually growing and changing to meet the challenges of the future.  The TASO Board is here to serve and assist our 
member organizations.   Please do not hesitate to ask for assistance as this year unfolds. 

 

As volunteers committed to keeping our symphonies successful through raising funds, developing and maintaining au-

diences, educating our youth and offering service where needed, we are met with numerous challenges which some-
times can discourage even the most dedicated.  I commend your continued dedication. 

 

The orchestra brings together dozens of instruments, each capable of making beautiful music on its own in the hands of 
its player.  Those players form sections of instruments, each led by a principal, that bring depth and volume beyond the 

capacity of a single instrument.  Those sections join to create an infinite range of sound in melody, harmony and 

rhythm.  With score in hand, the conductor creates order and guides those sections to create a musical synthesis that 
transcends the composite parts.  The process generates a magical sensory experience carried into the ears and eyes of 

the audience.  Much like the orchestra, as members and leaders of TASO we have the opportunity to join our individual 

efforts into a beautifully harmonious outcome. 

 
Yours in harmony, 

 

Marsha K. Green 
TASO President 

Waco Symphony Council 

mkgmusik@aol.com 

 
Music washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life.  Bernard Auerbach 

 

Volunteer Needs ~ Juanita Miller Concerto Competition 

Saturday, January 17, 2009 
 

Volunteers for the JMCC will be needed from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
 
 
  

  
 

 

 
 

Volunteers will be ushering the performers to their appointed rehearsal 

 room and getting them to the hall on time. 

  
We needs drivers to pick up the 3 judges from the airport on Friday,  

January 16, and driving them to the airport on the 17th or 18th, depending 

on their flight schedule. Please contact Deborah Brown:   
deborah@nigelbrown.com 

Volunteer Shifts are in 2 hour increments: 

 

8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

12 p.m. to 2 p.m. 

2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

2008 JMCC Winners at the  

Houston Conference 

Left to right: Gloria An, Jo Ann Treat, 

Kyle Orth, Robert Switala and David Ash-

ley White, Director of the Moores School 

of Music, University of Houston  

mailto:mkgmusik@aol.com
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Awards and Excellence (cont’d from page 1) 

 

Submit your application on time!  That’s what 

the deadlines are all about! 

Use the email submission address on the form 

 

Once your application has been submitted, the chair 

will respond with a ―received your application‖ re-

turn response 

 
After your applications are received: 

Judging committee is broken into Projects – 

Education, Service and Fundraising 

All judges will review and vote on the Awards 

of Excellence applications 

Judges will abstain from voting on their own 

Member Associations applications 

By August 25th all judges will receive by email 

their category and judges forms 

Judges will have until the September TASO 

meeting to complete their evaluation forms on 

each application submitted in their category 

By August 25th all judges will receive by email 

their category and judges forms 

Judges will have until the September TASO 

meeting to complete their evaluation forms on 

each application submitted in their category 

 
At the September TASO meeting: 

The entire committee comes together and vote 

on the ―Awards of Excellence‖ candidates 

The committee separates into the three catego-

ries and votes on the top applications 

The ―Winners and Commended‖ are announced 

at the TASO General Meeting 

 
Winners will be notified: 

The ―Winners‖ and ―Commended‖ Applications 

will be notified by email to the person who is 

listed on the application with specific instruc-

tions for the TASO Conference presentation 

ADVOCACY— 

NOW IS THE TIME  

 

During the fall, candidates running for office are 

getting acquainted with the voters.  This is a great 

time when the art advocates need to be visible. Dur-

ing the campaign, candidates see that voters are se-

rious about public support for the arts.  Take advan-

tage of the season to let the candidates know who 

you are, and why the arts are important to you and 

the community. 

 

Attend the candidate forums, town meetings and 

meet-and-greet parties in your neighborhoods as 

advocates for public funding of the arts. 

 

confront the candidates on issues of public sup-

port for the arts 

educate the candidates on the role the arts play in 

their communities and nation as a whole 

ask the candidates to show where they stand on 

questions of public arts policy 

 

These actions can make a 

difference because on 

Election Day, our newly 

elected legislators will be 

ready to work with us on a 

public agenda in support 

of the arts. 

 

The National Assembly of 

State Arts Agencies of-

fered some great talking 

points to help arts advocates 

inject the issue of public 

support for the arts into the electoral process, and to 

help define a candidate’s position on the arts in pub-

lic policy.  You should include questions for candi-

dates on local issues that are timely and are specific 

to your community. 

 

 

Betty Wall 
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ADVOCACY (cont’d from page 1) 

 

SUGGESTED QUESTIONS TO ASK 

CANDIDATES 

 
Will you support public finding for the arts after you 

are elected? 

 

Will you vote to increase funding for the National 
Endowment for the Arts? 

 

Will you vote to increase funding for our state arts 
agency? 

 

Will you support funding and legislation that make 
the arts part of the core curriculum? 

 

 

REMEMBER TO VOTE ON NOVEMBER 4.  YOUR 

ELECTED OFFICIALS INFLUENCE THE FUND-

ING AND OTHER MEASURES THAT AFFECT 

THE ISSUES IN THE ARTS IMPORTANT TO YOU 

AND YOUR COMMUNITY. 
 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

FEDERAL 

 

National Endowment for the Arts funding will grow by 

$20.3 million in 2008, the largest increase for the agency 
in more than 30 years. 

 

The House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee, which 
sets the initial funding level for the National Endowment 

for the Arts, approved a $15.3 million increase for the 

NEA in its 2009 spending bill.  Currently funded at 
$144.7 million, this increase would bring the agency’s 

budget to $160 million.  President Bush requested a cut to 

$128 million for the NEA for 2009 from the current level.  

The 2009 Interior Appropriations bill will next go to full 
committee and then to the House floor for final considera-

tion where your help may be needed to defend against 

floor amendments attempting to cut this increase.  We 
must now put pressure on the Senate to match this fund-

ing level. 

 

ADVOCACY HELP NEEDED 

FEDERAL 

 

National Endowment for the Arts funding for 2009 is 

in danger of being cut.  This bill must be followed to 

completion. 
The Artist Visa Act Passes in the House. There are 

challenges when bringing international artist into the 

United States.  Since the events of September 11, 
navigating the process of obtaining nonimmigrant 

visas and understanding tax regulations remain the 

top hurdles to presenting artist from abroad. 
Urge your Senators to co-sponsor the Senate Artist 

Deduction Bill 

Urge your Senators to join the Senate Cultural Caucus 
 

 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

STATE 

 

Texas Commission on the Arts passed a motion that 

the legislative agenda, as proposed by Executive Di-

rector Gary Gibbs, include a $1 per capita per annum 
goal to take to the next legislative session. 

 

Texas Commission on the Arts finalizes 2009 Strate-
gic Plan 

 

 

ADVOCACY HELP NEEDED 

STATE 

 
Support all efforts during the 81st Legislative Session to 

maintain the local government’s ability to utilize the Ho-

tel Occupancy Tax for the promotion of the arts in Texas 

 
Support the increase of state arts appropriation to pro-

vide for a minimum of $1 per capita state investment in 

the arts in Texas 
 

Opportunities for advocacy are beckoning.  Get involved 

with issues that impact our orchestras and make a differ-
ence in our communities.  
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Wonderful Memories and Superlative Ideas from TASO 2008 

“Serving Symphonies in a Major Key” 

Sadie Turnist, harpist 

Roundtables at the Houston Conference 

2008 TASO Conference Committee 

2009 Conference Chairs:  Nelda Hodges and Judy Miller  

Betty Wall and Avon Langston 

Connie Ware, LaVerne Gol-lob, and Annette Finley Penny Van Horn, Helen Shaffer,  

Heather Moore 

Alice Heyde, Matthew VanBesien, and 
Helen Shaffer 

Award of Excellence Honorees 

Mike S. Stude, Sharon,K. Oesch-

ger,  
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Thank you to all the delegates, volunteers, friends and 

supporters who made the TASO 2008 Conference in 

Houston a tremendous success.  Bound together by one 

goal—to energize and educate the supporters of sym-
phony orchestras throughout the state— the participants 

of the Conference came away filled with exciting ideas 

for improving their service to their organizations. 
 

The Conference opened with the Awards of Excellence 

Dinner honoring Amarillo’s Ron Boyd of Duncan & 

Boyd Jewelers, Amarillo’s Sharon K. Oeschger, and 

Houston’s Mike S. Stude. 

 

Highlights of the Conference included presentations by 
experts in the field of communications, symphony edu-

cation, fundraising, and problem-solving. Development 

consultant Michelle Hamilton led workshops on silent 
auctions and creating new events. Communications spe-

cialist Barbara Miller gave dynamic presentations on 

communications skills and the importance of understand-
ing that we are synonymous with the message we convey 

on behalf of our organizations—―we‖ are the message. 

Connie Maxwell led workshop participants through 

novel ways of analyzing projects, events, and organiza-
tional problems. Lorraine Stuart of the Museum of 

Fine Arts, Houston, shared her expertise on archives. 

Roger Daily of the Houston Symphony lead a panel of 
educators and NASA’s Seth Fewell, who described how 

orchestras can combine with their communities to open 

the eyes of children to their world through music. 

 
Matthew VanBesien, Executive Director and CEO of 

the Houston Symphony, presented cutting edge ideas on 

reaching out to different audiences through programming 
techniques. Dr. Evan Collins of the Methodist Hospi-

tal’s Center for Performing Arts Medicine talked about 

the unique medical challenges facing performing artists. 
 

Networking opportunities abounded when TASO’s com-

mended project winners for 2007-08 shared insights and 

information at the Roundtable Discussions, held in the 
stunning lobby of the Moores Opera House at the Uni-

versity of Houston. 

Musical highlights included the performances by the 

winners of the Juanita Miller Concerto Competition. 

The acoustically superior Moores Opera House was the 

venue for performances by Grand Prize Winner Kyle 

Orth, Strings Division Winner Robert Switala, and 

Winds Division Winner Gloria An. 

 
The artistic and emotional highpoint of the Conference 

was the performance by the Houston Symphony of 

Mahler’s Resurrection Symphony conducted by Hans 

Graf. 

 

Some of Houston’s most gracious symphony supporters 

opened their homes to 
the delegates for inti-

mate dinners. The 

hosts and hostesses 
pulled out all the stops 

for the TASO dele-

gates—delectable food 
and beautiful music 

were the backdrop for 

an evening during 

which Houstonians and 
the TASO delegates 

shared their love of music and passion for the orchestras 

they support. 
 

2007-08 TASO President Helen Shaffer efficiently 

presided over the business meetings. During the 

―Getting to Know You‖ sessions, each of the member 
organizations gave a two-minute presentation on the 

highlights of their year.  Heather Moore presented the 

slate of officers for 2008-09, and the members elected 
the slate by acclamation. 

 

Passing out scrumptious pralines made from a local 
confectioner, Nelda Hodges and Judy Miller, 2009 

Conference Chairs, gave delegates a taste of what to 

expect at next year’s conference in Abilene. The artistic 

renaissance occurring in Abilene makes it the ideal lo-
cation for the 2009 TASO Conference, and Nelda and 

Judy extended a warm invitation to everyone to attend. 

Highlights from the 2008 TASO Houston Conference 
Co-Chairmen Donna  Chen and Terry Brown 

LaVerne Gollob, VP Conference, and 

2008 Conference Chairs: Donna Chen 

and Terry Brown 
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TASO Archives Exhibit, Houston Conference 
By Grace Boner 
 

It was so exciting to have been given 

the opportunity to share some of the 
highlights of our archives during the 

May conference in Houston.  With a 

most generous display space provided 
by the Houston host committee, the 

FIRST EXHIBIT of archival mate-

rial was presented:  two aspects of the 
CONFERENCE COLLECTION that 

included 25 conference notebook covers and totes span-

ning the time period of 1969 through 2007.  Conference 

goers were treated to a visual display that accented the 
creativity of host cities: 

the clever development 

of conference themes and 
associated art designed to 

beckon past participants 

to remove the notebooks 

from the totes and begin turning the pages to reveal the 
treasured information contained in each.  A 40th Anni-

versary Conference Collection was also presented, 

capturing the special occasion of such a milestone in our 
history. 

 

The collection process continues.  Among our goals is 
to have a complete collection of conference notebooks.   

We are currently only 9 shy of that ambitious undertak-

ing, and certainly do not want any host city without 

proper representation.  

We need everyone’s help in locating the following for 

the TASO Archives: 

Also, please notify me of any TASO or TWASO news-
letters prior to 1993.  Please contact me at 

grace@baiaustin.com or call me at 512.940.4334 if you 

have any one of these notebooks to contribute.  With the 
continued cooperation exhibited thus far, one day in the 

not-too-distant future you will find an announcement in 

the newsletter of mission accomplished! 

 

1968—El Paso  

1974—Abilene 

1979—Lubbock 

1980—Dallas 

1985—Ft. Worth 

1986—Waco 

1987—Beaumont 

1989—Ft. Worth 

1991—San Antonio 

 

The League at the  

National Performing Arts Convention 
 
The Volunteer Council of the League of American Orches-

tras met in Denver June 10-14, 2008 as a participant of the 

National Performing Arts Convention. All the performing 

arts were represented because their national conferences 
were held simultaneously. It was a very exciting conference 

full of informative sessions, varied entertainment, enthusi-

astic discussions about the arts, and celebrations at every 
turn. 

 

Every day representatives of all the performing arts met at 
the convention center to discuss issues of concern about our 

future and where are today. America Speaks organized the 

sessions and common responses were tallied for a daily 

report of each day’s discussions. Yes, there were organizers 
who stayed up all night compiling the information and 

printing a newsletter for all of us to read each day about the 

consensus. It was amazing that our thoughts coincided so 
well. A full report will be published. 

 

The Volunteer Council presented workshops on leadership, 
fundraising, and strategic planning on the first day of con-

ference. Sessions were help on volunteer 

relationships, membership recruitment, 

and membership retention emphasizing 
generational differences and a changing 

society. Nationally known speakers were 

invited which presented many different 
views on issues concerning all. The Gold 

Awards were outstanding with innova-

tive ideas at every turn. For a complete 

r e p o r t  y o u  m a y  g o  t o 
www.americanorchestras.org and look in 

the ―Volunteers‖ section.  

 
Don’t forget to review the Gold Book at 

www.goldbookonline.org and make sure you get your en-

tries in soon for next year’s conference. 
 

See you at Conference, 

 

 
Laura Street 

    Laura Street 

Grace Boner 

mailto:grace@baiaustin.com
http://www.goldbookonline.org
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September 2008 
September 7 
Ɂ3ÈÚÛÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ 3ÖÞÕɂ, 
Temple Symphony Alli-
ance hosted the 6th an-
nual fundraiser benefit-
ing the Temple Sym-
phony Orchestra and 
ÓÖÊÈÓɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɀɯ ÔÜÚÐÊɯ
scholarships. The event 
featured 17 restaurants/
caterers and wines 
around the world.. More 
info available at: 
www.templestymphony.or

g 

 

September 11 
The Women’s Symphony 

League of Tyler kicked off 

the 2008-09 season—Viva 

Vivaldi ~ Viva Venice! 

with a luncheon and style 

show,-ñViva Fashions.ò 

Gina Francesconi, Archi-

vist of Carnegie Hall, 

shared a little Italy at the 

luncheon and style show. 

 

September 13 
Ɂ(ÕÛÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕɯ ÖÍɯ %ÙÌÚÏɪ
men Class of Belles and 
!ÌÈÜÚɂ The Abilene 
Philharmonic Guild also 
includes the announce-
ment of the eighth grade 
Belles and Beaus at this 
event. 
 
September 20 
Ɂ)ÌÈÕÚɯ ȿÕɯ "ÓÈÚÚÐÊÚɭ
3ÈÒÌɯ(Ûɯ3Öɯ3ÏÌɯ+ÐÔÐÛɂȮɯ

the music of the Eagles 

Symphony Volunteers at Work 

To Promote, Develop and Support Symphony 
Orchestrasé... 

Part 2 will take place in 
downtown Marshall. Mar-
shall Symphony has 
joined forces with The 
Marshall Regional Arts 
Council. Contact Tiffany 
A m m e r m a n  @ 
tifn2@yahoo.com. 
 
September 27 
3ÏÌɯ6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ 2àÔ×ÏÖÕàɯ
League of Tyler will spon-
sor a Gala Reception fol-
lowing the 65th Anniver-
sary Season opening of the 
East Texas Symphony Or-
chestra. 
 
October 
October 1 
Ɂ3ÏÌɯ3ÈÉÓÌɯ3Ö×ɯ%ÜÕËɪ
ÙÈÐÚÌÙɂɯis  hosted by 
the Midland Sym-
phony Guild . Proceeds 
from this one of a hind 
Midland event will be 
given to the Midland -
Odessa Symphony and 
"ÏÖÙÈÓÌɀÚɯ ÕÌÞÓàɯ ÍÖÙÔÌËɯ
Youth Choir. Event Chair: 
Tammy Sevtik. More info 
avai lab le at http: / /

w w w . m i d l a n d s g . c o m /

tabletops.php.  
 
October 2 
Ɂ3ÈÚÛÌɯÖÍɯ3ÌßÈÚɂɯ- Dallas 
Symphony Orchestra 
League.  Dallas kicks off 
their third season of Par-
ties of Note  at a setting 
reminiscent of West Texas.  
Western music will be in 

the air  as gueses view 
wonderful Western art 
and artifacts throughout 
the evening. 
 
October 4 
Ɂ&ÈÓÈɯ1ÌÊÌ×ÛÐÖÕɂɯwill be 
hosted by the Brazosport 
Symphony League to 
honor concert Underwrit-
ers, Maestro ticket hold-
ers, Benefactors, and Pa-
trons of the orchestra.  
 
 
November 2008 
November 8 
Ɂ"ÈÕËàÓÈÕËȯɯ,ÈÎÐÊÈÓɯ,Üɪ

ÚÐÊÈÓɯ ,ÖÙÕÐÕÎɂɯHouston 

Symphony League pre-

sents a child-centered 

event that includes face 

painting, Instrument Pet-

ting Zoo, costume kara-

oke, craft activities and 

storytelling, and a buffet 

brunch.  Contact: Laura 

Woods at 713.337.8526. 

 
November 11 
Ɂ9ÖÖɯ3ÜÕÌÚɂɯWaco Sym-

phony Council organizes 

a one-day, three-concert 

event for approx. 6,000 

fourth and fifth graders. 

Children will study music 

before the concert in addi-

tion to learning a sing-a-

ÓÖÕÎɯ ÚÖÕÎȮɯ Ɂ4ÕËÌÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ

2ÌÈɂɯÛÖɯɯÉÌɯÚÜÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ

Baylor Orchestra. 

 

 

December 2008 
December 31 
Ɂ/ÈÙÛàɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ %ÈÓÓÚɭa 

"ÌÓÌÉÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ"ÐÛàɂɯ

Wichita Falls Symphony 

League presents a city-

wide, family -oriented arts 

and musical extravaganza 

(a 2006 TASO award win-

ner).  For more informa-

tion contact Jeanie Smith 

at 940.322.2724 or 
www.partyinthe falls, net.  

 

Many thanks to the 

organizations who 

provided information.  

If we omitted any in-

formation ñapologies 

in advance.  Please 

consider submitting 

your organizationõs 

event/fundraising in-

formation by the next 

deadline, Dec. 1.  

Zoe Talbert Award Winner 
 

The Women’s Symphony League of Tyler recently hon-

ored Laura Hyde with the Zoe Talbert Award.  In 2002, 

an award was established to recognize a WSL Past Presi-

dent with 25 years of service or more that had chaired 
various committees on a local, state, and national level.   
 

―Laura Hyde is a tireless volunteer who continues to pro-

vide outstanding service, support and promotion of sym-

phony orchestras on the local, state and national level.‖ 
 

Congratulations to Laura Hyde! 
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TASO Board Meeting 

 

Important 2008-2009 TASO Dates 

 

September 22, 2008, Board Meeting 

January 16, 2009, Board Meeting 

January 17, 2009, Juanita Miller  

 Competition 

April 16-19, 2009, TASO Conference, 

 Abilene 

 

TASO Newsletter 

2008-2009 Deadlines 

 

Submission deadlines for the year will be as 

follows: 

 

Deadline   Issue 

December 1, 2008  Winter  

February 1, 2009  Spring 

May 1, 2009   Summer 

TASO Board Meetings: 

Bring ideas from across the 

state, sharing and brainstorm-

ing in a working committee 

format. 

Conference Committee Advocacy Committee 

Communications Committee 

Projects Committee 

June 2008  Dallas, Texas 
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Here are the Web locations for useful information.  
 
LEAGUE OF AMERICAN ORCHESTRAS www.symphony.org  (formerly American Symphony Orchestra League)   
NATIONAL ASSN OF STATE AGENCIES         www.nasaa-arts.org/ 

TASO MEMBER ORGANIZATION 
WEBSITES As of 9/8/08 

 

Note that some member organizations can be reached via links on the relevant orchestraôs Web site, while other 
groups maintain their own sites.  

 

ABILENE  abilenephilharmonic.org   Abilene Philharmonic .  Guild info can be included 

           here. 

AMARILLO  amarillosymphony.org     Amarillo Symphony.    Click on SUPPORT. 

AUSTIN  wlsaustin.org     Womenôs Symphony League of Austin 

BEAUMONT  slbmt.com      Symphony League of Beaumont  

BRAZOS VALLEY www.BVSO.org    Brazos Valley Symphony      

BIG SPRING  www.bigspringsymphony.com   Big Spring Symphony Association  

CLEAR LAKE  clearlakesymphony.org    Clear Lake Symphony . Click on SYMPHONY 

           SOCIETY. 

CONROE  www.conroesymphony.org.     Conroe Symphony . Click on SYMPHONY LEAGUE. 

CORPUS CHRISTI www.ccsymphony.org/          Corpus Christi Symphony . Click on SUPPORT 

           THE CCSO,  then SYMPHONY GUILD. 

DALLAS  www.dallassymphonyleague.com Dallas Symphony Orchestra League  

FORT WORTH  www.fwsymphonyleague.com  Symphony League of Fort Worth  

HOUSTON   www.houstonsymphony.org    Houston Symphony . Click on SUPPORT YOUR 

            SYMPHONY, then VOLUNTEERS. 

HOUSTON BAY AREA www.houstonsymphony.org    Houston Symphony . Click on SUPPORT  

           YOUR SYMPHONY, then VOLUNTEERS. 

LUBBOCK  www.lubbocksymphony.org       Lubbock Symphony . Click LSG icon. 

MIDLAND   www.midlandsg.com   Midland Symphony Guild   

MID TEXAS  www.mtsymphony.org    Mid Texas Symphony . Click on ORGANIZATION. 

NEW MEXICO  www.nmso.org      New Mexico Symphony Orchestra. Click on  "About 

           Us" and choose GUILD 

ODESSA  http://www.odessasg.org/  Odessa Symphony Guild 

SAN ANGELO  www.SanAngeloSymphony.org  San Angelo Symphony . Guild shares site with          

           orchestra. 

TEMPLE  www.templesymphony.org   Temple Symphony 

TYLER    http://www.wsltyler.org   Womenôs Symphony League of Tyler 

WACO    www.wacosymphonycouncil.com Waco Symphony Council  

WICHITA FALLS http://wfsymphonyleague.tripod.com  Wichita Falls Symphony League  

WOODLANDS  http://www.woodlandssymphony.com/keynote-society.html 

        The Woodlands Symphony Orchestra Keynote 

        Society 

Hot Spots On The World Wide Web 

www.tasovolunteers.com 

mailto:www.symphony.org
http://www.nasaa-arts.org
abilenephilharmonic.org
mailto:amarillo@symphony.org
wlsaustin.org
http://slbmt.com
http://www.BVSO.org
http://www.bigspringsymphony.com
mailto:clearlakesymphony.org
http://www.conroesymphony.org
mailto:www.ccsymphony.org
http://www.dallassymphonyleague.com
http://www.fwsymphonyleague.com/
http://www.houstonsymphony.org
http://www.houstonsymphony.org
http://www.lubbocksymphony.org/
http://www.midlandsg.com
http://www.mtsymphony.org
http://www.nmso.org
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\HP_Administrator\My%20Documents\TASO\www.SanAngeloSymphony.org
http://www.templesymphony.org
http://www.wsltyler.org/
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\HP_Administrator\My%20Documents\TASO\www.wacosymphonycouncil.com
http://wfsymphonyleague.tripod.com
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President 

Marsha Green, mkgmusik@aol.com  
 

President Elect/Strategic Planning 
LaVerne Gollob, lamike@suddenlink.net 
 

Immediate Past President/Nominating  

Helen Shaffer, helen@shaffer.com  
 

VP of Finance 

Nancy Rissing, jeeper1714@aol.com 
 

VP of Administration  
Helen Burwell, burwell1@consolidated.net 
 

VP of Communications  
Jan Bradley. jan.a.bradley@wellsfargo.com  
 

VP of Projects 
Alice Hyde, alicehyde@sbcglobal.net  
 

Secretary 
Avon Langston, langstona@juno.com 
 

Treasurer 
Susan Brown, sbrown@brownmem.com 
 

Vice President of Conference 
Lynn O'Day,  natandlynn@sbcglobal.net 
 

2009 Abilene Conference Chairs: 
Nelda Hodges, evhodges@hordscreekranch.com  
Judy B. Miller, jboylemiller@suddenlink.net  
 

2010 Wichita Falls Conference Chair: 

Jeanne Rigg, djrigg@sw.rr.com 
 

2008-2009 Concerto Competition 
Lydia Bratcher, lbratcher2@hot.rr.com 
 

2009-2010 Concerto Competition 
Deborah Brown, deborah@nigelbrown.com 
 

Parliamentarian 
Laura Street, laurastreet@suddenlink.net 
 

PR/Marketing  
Lucy Lewis, lucylewis@comcast.net 
 

Advocacy 
Betty Wall,  bettywall@aol.com 
 

Archivist  
Grace Boner, grace@baiausti.com 
 

2008-2009 Awards& Recognized projects 
Jan St.  Hilaire ,  sthilaire@museumsw.org 
 

2009-2010 Awards & Recognized projects 
#ɀ ÕÕɯ'ÌÙÝÈËÈȮɯjrhwtx@grandecom.net 
 

Bylaws  
Emma Jean Tanner, emjtanner@hotmail.com 
 

Membership  
Gina Hebner, ghebner@sbcglobal.net 
 

Newsletter Edi tor  
Debra Burleson, debra_burleson@baylor.edu 
 

Dallas Special Events 
Heather Moore, taso-0607@hotmail.com 
 

Webmaster 
Sheri Wright   
 

Texans for the Arts  
Mary Padgett, hepadgett@aol.com 
 

League of  American Orchestras (formerly 
ASOL),  
 Heather Moore, taso-0607@hotmail.com 
 Helen Shaffer, helen@shaffer.com  
 Laura Hyde, laurahyde@suddenlink.net  
 Laura Street, laurastreet@cox.net 
 

Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) 
Dr. Paul McCash, pkmcjr@cableone.net 
 

Advisors  (not serving in other board positions)  
 Connie Ware, cware@gower.net 
 Mildred Witte, mildredwitte@sbcglobal.net 
 Terry Brown, terrybrown10@cs.com 
 Tiffany Ammerman, tammerman@pobox.com 
 Micki Wright, micki@wrightcapital.biz  
 

TASO 2008-2009 Board of Directors 

 

mailto:mkgmusik@aol.com
Lamike@suddenlink.net
mailto:helen@shaffer.com
mailto:jeeper1714@aol.com
mailto:nancynaylor@austin.rr.com
mailto:jan.a.bradley@wellsfargo.com
mailto:langstona@juno.com
mailto:sbrown@brownmem.com
mailto:sbrown@brownmem.com
mailto:natandlynn@sbcglobal.net
mailto:terrybrown@cs.com
donnashen@houston.rr.com
mailto:Victorhtreat@verizon.net
maryneal@vvm.com
mailto:grace@baiausti.com
mailto:patg@satx.rr.com
mailto:emjtanner@hotmail.com
mailto:burwell1@consolidated.net
mailto:taso-0607@hotmail.com
mailto:hepadgett@aol.com
mailto:taso-0607@hotmail.com
mailto:helen@shaffer.com
mailto:laurahyde@suddenlink.net
mailto:laurastreet@cox.net
mailto:mildredwitte@sbcglobal.net

